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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photography is not so much about “taking” as it is about “seeing”



 None. Don’t know an f-
stop from a stoplight 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I have NO qualifications! Don’t know an f-stop from a stoplight! BUT



 More than 20 years of experience selecting photos for 
newspapers and magazines  
 
 Document 
 Tell 
 Show 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As a viewer, I know what to look for. I know how to document a story with pictures, to select the pictures that provide the details, set the tone, communicate the message.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is in this photo? LIGHT! The most important thing in this photo is LIGHT.



 To see a good 
photo, you must be 
aware of light 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Without light, you can SEE a photo – there is no photo! Photograph is about light. You must know where it is coming from, what it will do to your images. Look at the light on this photo: It’s beautiful.



 Sunlight 
 Natural light 

brings out 
more detail 
and more 
vivid colors 

 
 

but… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This image has strong and bold colors – that’s from the good natural light. Now…



 
 
 Really bright sunlight 

casts harsh shadows 
 
 Overhead sunlight can 

wash out detail in faces 
 
 Try not to shoot photos 

in the harsh midday 
sun… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
…look at this photo. What’s going on? Too much light in the wrong place. Almost directly above this lady…



 Shoot with the sun 
behind you, or to the side 
– or blocked by your 
subject for a silhouette  
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Be aware of the sun, be aware of the light – where is it coming from?



 Use natural light 
indoors…light coming in 
from a door or window (or 
turn up the lights inside) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Light sets a tone, sets the mood of a photo. 



 Side light shows texture, 
dimension, shapes  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When you want to take close shots of people, try positioning them with light coming in from the side.



 The golden 
hours: sunrise 
and sunset 

Photos taken at these times have 
rich, warm, inviting colors, good 
natural shadows 

 

morning 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Golden hours! Sometimes to see really good photos, you’ve got to get up early in the morning, or stick around until the sun goes down.



afternoon 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Look at these afternoon images…makes you want to eat. I know when your enumerators go out on ttheir surveys, it’s often in the middle of the day, in the tropics – sunlight can be incredibly harsh. The indoors can be very dark. They may need to use a flash.



 Flash 
 

 Most small digital 
cameras have a 
flash range of about 
two to three meters.  
 

 Shoot twice: with 
and without the 
flash 

Flash too far away 

Too close: the 
bright light 
washes out the 
detail. 

Better: the color 
is more natural. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Natural light is preferable, but if you just can’t see a good photo with it, try using the flash.



 Red eye 
 Flash reflecting off the 

retina of your subject’s eyes.  
 Move outdoors or  increase 

the light in the room 
 Have your subject avoid 

looking directly in to the 
lens. 

 Try the red eye reduction 
feature on your camera 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Red-eye can be a problem with a flash…here’s how to avoid it.



 The Rule of Thirds 
 Background 
 Lines and angles 
 Frames 
 Scale 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We talked about light, and how you can’t see good pictures without it. Now I’d like to move on and talk a little about composition – how the elements in an image determine its impact on the viewer.



Zzzzzzzz…. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a typical, dull sunset sea shot. But why is it so boring? One reason: It’s cut almost exactly in half. The sun is dead center. Pictures like this lack emotion…they don’t challenge or stimulate the eye.



 The Rule of Thirds  
▪ Think of a nine-square 

tic-tac-toe grid over 
what you see   

▪ Choose a main point of 
interest.  

▪ Place the main  
“interest” at the grid 
intersections  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
That brings us to the Rule of Thirds. Across cultures and history, artists and architects have used what is called the “Golden Mean” – a ration of height to width that is pleasing to the human eye (It’s 1.61) The Rule of Thirds approximates the Golden Mean…not spot-on, but close.



Many digital cameras have a grid built in. 
Turn it on! 

* Break this rule occasionally! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So how does the Rule of Thirds work? Look at these images…see how the main points of interest are at the intersections…



Sometimes dead center 
can be very evocative  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But rules are made to be broken…sometimes dead center does work…



 Background 
Develop a habit of looking beyond 
your subject. Sometimes what is in 
the background can be as important 
as what is in the foreground 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Background is important – it can add a lot of information to an image…or it can be very distracting. 



 Lines 
Lines create perspective and 
depth. They lead the eye to 
the center of interest.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lines are vital compositional elements that add dimension to images



Lines and curves 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Too bad there’s a water bottle in the way here…this is a beautiful curve, it lets you feel the space. The top image…the irrigation lines carry your eye right to the farmers. (This is also a good Rule of Thirds photo!)



Watch out for things growing 
out of people’s heads! 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lines are tricky, though…you must be aware of them…they can ruin a good photo.



 Scale 

Include objects or people in the foreground 
to add depth and scale 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Scale helps the eye discern the relative size of elements in an image. Sometimes you need to help the eye by including an object…



 Angles 
Instead of taking a 
photo straight on, try 
seeing it from a different 
angle. 
 
Change your position. 
  
Change the camera’s 
position. Take both 
horizontals and verticals 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Angles give a different viewpoint…try lots of different angles



Get down at a lower level 
and shoot up 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Try getting down and looking up (or getting up and looking down)



Zoom in 

Zoom out 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Zoom in and ou



 Frames  
 A good way to draw 
attention to the center 
of interest is to frame it. 
A frame helps the 
subject stand out  
 

Doorways make good 
frames 

 

Look for unusual 
shapes 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Look for frames – ways to enclose your images, things that also add information to the scene



 Wide landscape (the entire 
scene) 

 Medium-range: show the 
details of different aspects of 
an activity 

 Close-ups: people, inanimate 
objects 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When I mentioned documentation earlier, this is what I mean. Go from the general to the specific. Look for photos that set the overall scene. Then move in a little closer, for images that tell more about what’s going on…here’s a vendor, at the end of a long day of bargaining. And be sure to get in really close, for tight shots that explain specific details. This is how you tell a story with images. Take A LOT of photos! 



 With a digital camera, there is no 
such thing as too many photos! 

 
 Field shots that document the 

passage of time: from seed packets 
to bed preparation, planting, harvest 

 People in action…preparing meals, 
sharing meals, hauling produce to 
markets, processing, selling produce 

 Close-ups of vegetables, plants, 
people 

 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some of the kinds of images we will need for this project…



 Look for spots of bright color to draw 
attention 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An important element in a good image is color. I love these bright colors! But this image is also pleasing because red and green are complements…we like them together because our eyes respond to complementary colors.



Look for repeating 
shapes, lines, 
patterns 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Always look for pattern and repetition in photos…they add harmony and detail. Look at the repeated lines and shapes in these cucurbits.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Shapes and patterns



 Quality of expression 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One final thing I’d like to mention about “seeing” good photos: You have to look for SOUL – not in the spiritual sense, but what gives a certain quality of expression, of feeling. There’s something very otherworldly about this photo, even though it is clearly earthbound work…those clouds of nets…



Presenter
Presentation Notes
You could say this one is a cliché, but photos like this can be meaningful and add detail to a story.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
A picture like this tells a lot about the lives of small shopkeepers. Even though the light in this photo isn’t great, it gives you a real sense of the heat of the day.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This one I especially like. It has everything: Nice light, good composition, lines from the stakes, pattern on the shirt and the pattern of the leaves…it follows the Rule of Thirds…and the quiet expression on the face – it’s about being engaged in your work.



Look at the LIGHT 

COMPOSE the elements of 
interest 

Use the power of COLOR 

Seek out PATTERN and 
REPETITION 

Find the SOUL of the 
photo 



…but whose names I didn’t list, because they 
weren’t attached to the images!  

? 



Include the details!  

 Who took the photo  

 Who is in the photo – get the correct spelling of 
their name(s)! 

 What is in the photo – species, for instance  

 Where it was taken  

 When it was taken 



 There is always Photoshop.  
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